ase Welcome to the Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment (acse) website

Welcome to the Alberta Association for Supported
Employment (aose) Web- site

Cick on the page cdled About AASE, ond you con learn more doout

AASE oand cbout the people there. You con read acoout the hopes and
plons we have for AASE. We tell you who we are, what we do to mcke
sure supported employment works well and what we have done so
for.

We started this web- site to tell people doout dl the work AASE does
in Alberta. The web-site dso helps people find news doout
supported employment ond what people have learned adoout how to
make it work well.

To find out more, dick on contact us.

Copyright © 2004 Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment. All Rights Reserved. 1



ase About acse: Who We Are ond What We Do

About AASE: Who We Are oand What We Do

AASE is the Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment. We ae a
group of organizations which give services 1o people with disabilities.
We dl wont to help people with disdbilities find jolbs ond we will give
them support in these jolos.

What does AASE do?

The man god of AASE is to sef up links between service
organizations so that they can share information ond idecs about
supported employment. Anyone is welcome to join if they wont to
help more people gef supported jobs.

What we believe (our mission statement)

Like the Conadion Assodation for Supported Employment (CASE),
AASE wants a community where everyone matters, dl people with
discbilities are treated the same s people without disabilities; ondin
which everyone gets far waoges for the work they do.

What AASE wants
e We wont to see supported employment grow aond more people
get good jolbs.

e We waont to send out news dbout supported employment, so
that the public knows more aoout it.

e We wont to maoke sure we have the funds so that AASE con carry
on with its work.
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e We wont to help members of AASE get better ond better af what
they do. We will do this in 3 ways:

1. We will look at problems that moke it hard to give good
services to people with disabilities.

2. We will be leaders in supported employment ond show the
best way to give services to people with disabilities.

3. We will make links to share information with others who
do the same work.

The top people at AASE (they are cdled directors)
Groham Badry

Vocationd ond Rehdbilitation Research Institute (VRRI)
graham. bodry@acs e.ca

Alona Huber
Hull Child ond Family Services
ohuber @wr hull.com

George Keetah
Employment Access: Cosmos Rehabilitation Sod ety
employment.aocoes s @oos mosreddeer.org

Seon McEwen
Cdgay Support Services
seon.meewen@aocs e.ca
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Bruce Skorobohach
Columbia College
oruce.skorobohach@aocs e

Lorraine Vida
Cdgay Vocationd Services
lorrane.vido@oosse.ca

Stephen Wright
Progressive Alternatives Sodety of Cdgay
stephen.wright@acse

T he history of AASE

In May, 2001, agroup of supported employment organizations from
Albertamade plans to hold abig meeting aoout supported
employment. This wos held in Cagary in November, 2002. People
came from dl over Conadafor it.

As the plans were made, people saw that mony orgonizations had the
same hopes for supported employment. People understood that

together they could do more to mdke their dreams come true.

So they started AASE.
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About Supported Employment (SE)

What is supported employment?
e SEis red work.
e SEis work in awork- ploce with people who do not dI have
disabilities.
e SEis work with support from on orgonization that knows how to
giveit.

What is red work?
e Red work is work that might bbe done by someone without a
discbility.
e Red work is notf pre- work traning.
e Red work brings red wages. Supported workers are pad at
lecst minimum wage, or the usud wage for the job.

What is an integrated work setting?
An integrated work- ploce is where people with ond without

disabilities work together. People with disdbilities should have jobs in
every work- place.

Note: Sometimes |large aews of people with disdoilities work

together in one place. This does not mean the work- place is
infegrafed.
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What is On- going Support?

It is support which does not stop until it is not needed any longer.
Even if people need help for along time, we will try to moke sure
they get ift.

The support should lost for as long as the worker needs it in order to
do the job well.
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Contact Us

We keep office hours in our Cdgay head office. We try to get back to
you os fost as we con. We will not take longer thaon 2 week- days.

Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment
307, 919 Centre Street North
Cdgay, AB, T2E 2P6

Ph: (403) 262-8515
Fox: (403) 294-1706

For generd questions or if you aefrom TV, theradio or @
newspaoer, contact us by e- madl at info@acse.ca.
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Why is Supported Employment Good for Employers?

SE caon help employers

e [T con help you find people who wont to work but connoft find
jobs

e [T con help you find ond keep skilled stoff

e |t con give you good information doout how to care for your
workers ond make them want to stay with you.

e |t con odd benefits to your workploce, s people with different
needs ond skills come together.

How con this kind of work force be good for business?
e |t helps sdes.
Remember, aoout 16 out of every 100 Conadians has a
discbility. They buy things. So do their families ond friends, ond
the members of orgonizations they belong to. It is useful to
have workers who are like your customers.

e |t brings in new idecs
People with disabilities often have new ways to look af things.
They have had to overcome many problems ond this gives them
skills that are good for ony business.

e |t makes your company look good.

Hiring people with disdbilities makes your company ook good.
That is importont.

Copyright © 2004 Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment. All Rights Reserved. 8



Why is Supported Employment Good for Employers?

It gives your company abigger group of skilled people to hire
from.

People with disdbilities, if they are supported, con mcke ared
difference to abusiness.

It makes the work- place better.

When you have a good mix of people in the work- ploce, it
becomes more interesting. Often employers and co- workers of
people with disadbilities find them redly useful to have in the
wor k- ploce.

It helps you get ready for the future.

As more people in Conada get older, more will have disabilities.
Businesses will need fo know how to give good service to
customers with disabilities. People with disdbilities in your
workforce con teach you what will be needed.
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Useful Links
If you need more information on supported employment, fry some of
these links.

Thelist has for- profit ond non- profit organizations. We will add to
thelist as we find new web sites that are useful.

Agencies which are members of AASE

Cdgay and Alberta

Cdgay Alternative Employment Services (CAES)

Cdgay Vocationd Services (CVS)

Columbia College

Developmentd Disabilities Resource Centre of Cdgay (DDRC)
Cdgay Region Community Board Persons with Developmentd
Disabilities (PDD)

Hull Child ond Family Services

Potentid Ploce Clubhouse

Progressive Alternatives Sodety of Cadgay (PASC)

The Vooationd ond Rehabilitation Research Institute (VRRI)
Spectra Alternative Solutions

Alberta

The Alberta Assodation of Rehdbilitation Centres (AARC)
Blue Heron Support Services Assodation

Cosmos Rehabilitation sodety/Employment Access

Redi Enferprises

Rehobilitation Sodety of SW Alberta
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Other provinces
Northern Light Vocationd Services (Ontario)

Job web- sites

Workinc Alberta

Workopolis

Chaity Villoge

WORKink (T he Conadion Coundl on Rehabilitation ond Work)

Disability web- sites

Endolelinker

Surfwox Disability News Aggregator
Entrepreneurs with Disabilities Program

Other places in Alberta which con give information or support
The Alberta Assodation for Community Living (AACL)

Other places outside Conadathat con give information
Diversity World

Traning Resources Nefwork, Inc.

Assodation for Persons in Supported Employment.
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Here is more information adbout the organizations on this list
Cdgay and Alberta
o Cdgay Alternative Employment Services (CAES)
CAES helps people with developmentd disdbilities learn what
work they wont to do, get ajob and keep it. It gives support to
the worker ond the employer.

To find out more, cdl Seon McEwen at (403) 283-0611, or visit
us at:

Cdgay Alternative Employment Services (CAES)

#404, 1240 Kensington Rd. NW

Cdgay, AB, T2N 397

e Cdgay Vocationd Services (CVS)
CVS helps people with disabilities get ready for employment,
find out what they want to work af, learn skills, ond find jolbs.

Check out the web-site ar www.covs.org.

e Columbia College — Community Support Services Department
This program gives employment traning ond school dasses (on
the computer) to help people read ond do math better. It
supports people with disdbilities find ond keep jobs.

Check out the web-site af www.columbia.cb.ca.
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Developmentd Disabilities Resource Centre of Cdgay (DDRC)
DDRC offers mony different services to children and adults with
developmentd disdbilities.

The DDRC Resource Centre hos books ond popers with
information on mony topics.

Check out the web-site af www.ddrc.com.

Cdgay Region Community Board Persons with Developmentd
Discbilities (PDD)

Cdgay PDD is one of the offices of the PDD AlbertaBoard. It

gives support ond services 1o help people with developmentd
discbilities live, work ondjoin in the commmunity.

Check out the web-site aof www.pdd.org/cdgary.

Hull Child ond Family Servioces
HOPE Work Experienceis one of many programs this

orgonization hos. IT teaches work and sodd skills to young
people.

Check out the web-site af www.wrhull.com.
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e Potentid Ploce Clubhouse
This orgonization works to get rid of the wrong idecs people
have doout people with amentd illness. It is aploce to meet
others with mentd illnesses and to make friends. People con
learn to feel good about themselves.

Their Resource Page has alist of places to phone if you need
help quickly, dinics, ond places to look for employment.

Check out the web-site ar www.potentidploce.org.

e Progressive Alternative Sodety of Cdgay (PASC)
PASC offers 3 services.

1. PAS (Progressive Alternative Services) gives employment
services to adults with disdbilities.

2. YSEP (Youth Supported Employment Project) gives
employment services for young people with disdoilities.

3. CC (Creative Connections) gives services that help people
with developmentd disabilities join in community
octivities.

The PASC Links page haos lots of good information ond links to
ofher useful sites.

Check out the web-site af www.pos - cagary.org.

Copyright © 2004 Alberta Assodation for Supported Employment. All Rights Reserved. 14



Ese

Useful Links

The Vocoationd ond Rehabilitation Research Institute (VRRI)
The VRRI offers help with employment, community- living,
education services ond leisure (fun acfivities). It dso does
reseach to help people with developmentd disabilities have
good lives.

The Rondy Tighe Resource Centre has mony books ond papers
cbout disabilities.

Check out the web-site ot www.vrri.org.
Check out other disability web-sites: www.vrri.org/dbsites.htm.

Spectra Alternative Solutions

This is abusiness compaony that gives tdks on how to mcke
compaonies more accessible and friendly to people with
discbilities (ond other people who are often left out of the
community). They help employers lean new ways to look af
employment. They give skills franing for employees with
disabilities.

Spectra’s Resources page on the web has along list of web-
sites about employment.

Check out the web-site ar www.spectrodt.com.
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Alberta

AARC (The Alberta Assodation of Rehcdbilitation Centres)
AARC specks up for dl the rendbilitation orgonizations in
Alberta. It maokes sure that they have well- traned stoff; it
spedcks to the government doout the needs of these
organizations; ond it offers support for dl services for people
with developmentd disdbilities.

AARC's traning ond development section on the web- sites lists
some links to colleges and other learning sites in Alberta.

Check out the web-site of www.dbertaehab.org.

Alberta Humon Resources ond Employment

If you need to look for ajob, or if you are an employer, this
Alberta Government web- site is a good place 1o chedk out. It
has information doout jobs, work- hedth ond sofety, lows doout
the workplace, ond what kinds of jobs there will bein Alberta

The employment standards page is useful because it gives the

rules that dl employers must follow when they hire someone,
with or without adisability.

Check out the web-site af ww3.gov.db.co/hre.
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Blue Heron Support Services Assodation

This orgonisation is in Barhead, Alberta. It offers living support,
employment support and it works to make the community a
good ploce for people with disdoilities.

Cosmos Rehabilitation Sodety/Employment Access

This orgonization offers anumber of commmunity supports and
services to people with disdbilities, so that they con find work,
get support in their homes, lean computer skills and become
mMore independent.

Check out the web-site at cosmos @cos mosreddeer.or Q.

Redi Enferprises

This orgonization in Mediane Hat, offers vocafiond,
community, ond life skills for people with developmentd
discbilities ond people with bran injuries.

Rehabilitation Sodety of SW Alberta
This sodety is in Lefthbridge. It offers education and life skills o
people with developmentd disabilities.

Check out the web-site af www.rehao.db.ca.
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In more than one province
e Northern Lights Vocationd Services (NLVS)
The head office for this orgonization is in Ontario. Branches
offer vocationd traning and employment services to maoke jolbos
exsier to find ond help people get red work for red pay.

Check out the web-site af www.northernlightsvs.on.co.
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